
O N T E S T 

y A i 
i t r e 5 - c y l i n d e r d i e s e l V o l k s w a g 

Mike J ago commandeers the 4-berth 
for MMM's usual thorough road test 
Right from its 'birth' in 1992, in Poole, Dorset, the Explorer made an 
mmediate impression with its extensive use of GRP mouldings to the 
exterior - luton, cab interface, one-piece roof, rear panel and side skirts. 
The smooth lines and aerodynamic coachbuilt frontage successfully 
combined with the then new Volkswagen's sleek cab to give a totally 
ntegrated look. In fact, the finished product looked very impressive - one 
night have expected to find a designer label hanging from a cab mirror! 

Naturally, since Elddis Caravans' takeover of the Autohomes outfit, 
cne would expect to see a few changes; for 1994 two versions of the 
Explorer were introduced - a 2-berth based on the swb Transporter 
chassis cab and a Iwb 4-berth (the subject of this report). 

E x t e r n a l s 
Simple graphics consist of a thin dark blue line at roof level and broader 
:oachlines on three sides at headlamp height. The dark blue of the GRP 
-ear bumper and side skirts is carried through the cab doors to the front 
sooiler. It strikes me that the overall effect of the graphics makes the 'van 
=opear deceptively shorter than the nineteen and a bit feet she really is. 

—his is not just 'estate agent' jargon; I really did pace along the side of 
n e body one morning to satisfy myself that overnight rain hadn't caused 
jSt a little shrinkage. 

Good quality Seitz acrylic double-glazed windows are fitted all round 
n e caravan - three top-hinged, three fixed (caravan door and each side 

of the luton), plus one slider on the offside - ideal for keeping rear seat 
passengers cool when on the move. 

The lockable fresh water filler cap, Carver Cascade 2GE water heater 
flue and Thetford Cassette toilet servicing hatch can all be found on the 
offside, while opposite is the locking fuel filler cap, TV aerial point, mains 
hook-up point, caravan battery (75 amp hr fitted), gas bottle compartment 
(2 x 7kg) and finally, towards the rear, the stable type caravan door. 

There are no externally-accessed storage compartments (gas 
excepted) - something I would perhaps be looking for on a 19ft coachbuilt 
- but a climb up the aluminium fixed rear ladder reveals useful built-in roof 
bars from the luton rearwards. From this position the rounded profiles of 
the GRP roof can be clearly seen; the rear of the luton flattens out at 
a higher level than the three projecting roof vents, helping to keep wind 
buffet and other noise to a minimum. 

The attractively-shaped rear panel, also of GRP, contains the fridge 
flue and various vents, while below the rear bumper (with flush fitting light 
clusters) are a pair of (necessary) wind-down corner steadies, a tap for 
draining the waste water tank and the vehicle's spare wheel. 

No MMM test would be complete without the assistant editor donning 
his overalls to reconnoitre a motorcaravan's lower ground floor - and here 
his only observations were the location of the spare wheel in a cradle 
under the rear of the body and a large screw-on cap (for cleaning 
purposes) fitted to the base of the centrally-positioned waste water tank. 
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AUTOHOMES EXPLORER 4 

Volkswagen's inviting cab, with wide step and good 
storage, has been further enhanced byAutohomes' 
addition of fitted carpet and full upholstery to the 
captain's chairs. 

5-cylinder diesel is neatly shoehorned into uncluttered 
engine bay and, lest you should forget, is clearly marked 
in large lettering -2 .4- l i t re diesel. General servicing 
points to left. Vehicle battery under cover on right. 

Business-like rear end has fixed ladder, wind-down 
steadies and emptying point for waste water tank. 
Exhaust tail pipe supported by strap looks a bit ugly 
though. 

TV aerial point, mains hook-up immediately left of caravan battery, large gas bottle 
compartment, stable door and clip-on wheel trims. High-level marker lamps are not 
repeated at front of body. 

A plus point is the tank's capacity of 15'A gallons: just a gallon short 
of the inboard fresh water tank. There is nothing worse than having to 
pack the 'van in order to move to a dumping point long before the 'fresh' 
needs replenishing. 

I do like marker lamps fitted to a coachbuilt motorcaravan; it does 
warn other motorists of the vehicle's size (and shape) when driving on 
narrow roads at night. The Explorer sports such lamps only at the rear. 

Pull lever . . . 
. . . on left of dash, and up pops the bonnet. There's no mistaking that this 
VW is powered by a 2.4-litre diesel - it's written in large letters on top of 
the engine! The compact unit allows plenty of space for general servicing; 
washer bottle, power-assisted steering fluid reservoir, oil filler, dipstick 
and brake fluid are all grouped together on the left, while coolant 
expansion chamber and vehicle battery can be found to the right. 

Autohomes have located the 12V relays for the split-charging system 
and refrigerator, together with a fusebox, beneath the right hand bulkhead 
The wiring job is very neat - but if a fully enclosed fusebox (with a common 
busbar to avoid so many live connections - therefore less to go wrong) is 
not commercially available, then the least i would expect is for the female 
blade connectors to be fully insulated. 

A layer of insulation material has been attached beneath the bonnet 
and together with an engine undertray helps to subdue diesel decibels. 
There was no sign of a compartment light (such as I'd seen fitted to 
a petrol model previously tested); apparently this has now been 
discontinued by Volkswagen. 

While searching for the vehicle jack and tools (stored under the 
passenger seat plinth) I came across the T4 owner's handbook. A quick 

Grey interior has working parts highlighted in black. Fresh-air vents in centre of dash 
allow cab occupants to keep cool heads while toasting their feet. Clear instruments 
include analogue clock. 

glance through found the answer to a question commonly asked by 
correspondents in MMM's pages: At what mileage should the camber, 
be replaced? According to VW: 2.4-litre diesel - 80 000 miles. But check 
with a dealer - there may be a time/age limit. 

The cab 
A wide and low step makes for easy entry to the cab and the chunky-
looking doors, with deep storage pockets and sensibly-sized handles 
clunk reassuringly as they shut. 

Little bare paintwork shows as virtually all surfaces are coverec 
with light grey rounded plastic mouldings matching the smooth lines o' 
the dashboard. All working features (winders, handles, vents, switches 
gearchange etc) are coloured in contrasting black and give the cab a ver 
functional and pleasing feel. 

Captain's style seats, incorporating adjustable head and armrests 
have been fully upholstered, by Autohomes, in a velour to match the 
caravan. The converters have banished any remaining hint of commercia 
vehicle by covering the seat bases and adding a medium grey fitted carpe: 
with bound edges. 

Seats are also adjustable for reach and rake, and taller driver; 
(and passengers) will be pleased to find that there are no obstructions a: 
the front of the caravan (immediately behind the cab) preventing their fu 
rearwards movement. Coupled with height-adjustable upper seatbe: 
anchorage points, owners will appreciate the 'car-like' comfort offeree 
by the VW cockpit. Swivel seat bases have not been included in the 
specification and are probably not necessary - although as an owne r 

I would be tempted to add a swivel to the passenger seat. Not onl 
does this add an extra throne when entertaining - but also, in my view 
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O N T E S " 
a g o o d c a b s e a t f i t t e d w i t h h e a d a n d a r m r e s t s c a n b e o n e o f t h e m o s t 
c o m f o r t a b l e p l a c e s t o r e l a x i n a n y ' v a n . 

S t o r a g e i s m o r e t h a n a m p l e , w i t h d e e p d o o r p o c k e t s , a l a r g e g l o v e b o x 
i l l u m i n a t e d a n d l o c k a b l e ) a n d t w o h a n d y c u b b y h o l e s p o s i t i o n e d e a c h 

s i d e o f t h e s t e e r i n g w h e e l . T h e a r e a s u n d e r a n d b e h i n d t h e s e a t s w i l l 
o e c o m e a u s e f u l h o m e f o r a l l t h o s e v i t a l b i t s a n d p i e c e s m o t o r c a r a v a n n e r s 
s e e m t o c o l l e c t . 

T h e t e s t v e h i c l e w a s s u p p l i e d w i t h a n e x c e l l e n t P a n a s o n i c s t e r e o 
' a d i o / c a s s e t t e p l a y e r ( r e m o v a b l e f o r s e c u r i t y ) , w h i c h p r o v i d e d a g o o d 
' a n g e o f t o n e v i a f l u s h - f i t t i n g d a s h t o p - m o u n t e d s p e a k e r s . 

A t f i r s t , w i t h t h e l u t o n b e d i n p o s i t i o n o v e r t h e c u t a w a y c a b , I f o u n d i t 
a s l i g h t s t r u g g l e t o m o v e f r o m t h e d r i v e r ' s s e a t t o t h e c a r a v a n . B u t w i t h a 
o i t o f p r a c t i c e , a n d a f i d d l e w i t h t h e p o s i t i o n i n g o f t h e a r m r e s t s , I s o o n 
g o t t h e h a n g o f i t . T o a v o i d s t r a i n o f t h e w r i t e r ' s b u l k , h o w e v e r , t h e 
- e a r m o s t s e c t i o n o f t h e l u t o n b e d c o u l d b e h i n g e d - u p , a n d b y m e a n s o f 
o r e s s s t u d s o n l e a t h e r s t r a p s , c l i p p e d a n d s t o r e d i n a v e r t i c a l p o s i t i o n . 
T h i s a l l o w e d w a l k - t h r o u g h a c c e s s t o a n d f r o m t h e c a b - a n d w e w e r e s t i l l 
a b l e t o s t o r e b e d d i n g f o r t h r e e ( a l o n g w i t h t h e s p a r e b e d c u s h i o n s ) i n t h e 
remaining f r o n t p o r t i o n o f t h e l u t o n . 

F r o m t h e d r i v e r ' s s e a t 
H a v i n g c o l l e c t e d t h e E x p l o r e r f r o m A u t o h o m e s ' d e a l e r s P l y m o u t h M o t o r 
C a r a v a n s , a n d e n r o u t e t o t h e a d j a c e n t s u p e r s t o r e t o b r i m f i l l t h e f u e l t a n k , 
I m a d e a q u i c k u n s c h e d u l e d h a l t t o e x a m i n e t h e c o n t e n t s b e l o w t h e 
• o n n e t . S o q u i e t a n d f r e e - r e v v i n g w a s t h i s 2 . 4 - l i t r e d i e s e l e n g i n e t h a t I 
n a d n ' t w a n t e d t h e e m b a r r a s s m e n t o f p u l l i n g i n t o t h e i n c o r r e c t f u e l b a y . 

J u s t t o a d d t o m y c o n f u s i o n t h e 5 - c y l i n d e r i n d i r e c t - i n j e c t i o n u n i t f i r e d 
i n t o l i f e o n t h e f i r s t t u r n o f t h e k e y - w i t h n o e v i d e n c e o f a g l o w p l u g 
. v a r n i n g l a m p . T h e r e is a w a r n i n g l a m p , w h i c h l i t u p f o r o n l y a b o u t f i v e 
s e c o n d s b e f o r e t h e f i r s t m o t o r i n g t r i p o f t h e d a y . I t t h e n , g e n e r a l l y , 
d i s a p p e a r e d u n t i l a l o n g p e r i o d a t r e s t r e q u i r e d j u s t a f e w s e c o n d s o f 
o o m b u s t i o n c h a m b e r ' h e a t - u p ' b e f o r e s t a r t i n g . 

H e a d i n g u p t h e M 5 i n t o a s l i g h t h e a d w i n d , t h e E x p l o r e r r e f u s e d t o t o p 
m o r e t h a n a b o u t 6 0 m p h , a l t h o u g h w e d i d n ' t p u s h i t a s s h e h a d o n l y 
d e l i v e r y m i l e a g e o n t h e c l o c k . T h e m o t o r f e l t s l i g h t l y t i g h t b u t n e v e r 
s t r a i n e d - a f e w h u n d r e d m i l e s u n d e r o u r b e l t s a n d t h i n g s w e r e m u c h 
i m p r o v e d . H a z a r d i n g a g u e s s a t a t o p s p e e d ( o n t h e f l a t ) o f s o m e w h e r e 
: n t h e l o w s e v e n t i e s I w o u l d p o i n t t h o s e w h o r e q u i r e a r e a l i s t i c m o t o r w a y 
agal limit c r u i s e r i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e o p t i o n a l 2 . 5 - l i t r e p e t r o l e n g i n e . 

T h i s i s n o t t o s a y t h e n o r m a l l y - a s p i r a t e d d i e s e l i s n o t l i v e l y ; t h o s e w h o 
d o n ' t m i n d u s i n g t h e s l i c k g e a r c h a n g e t o t h e f u l l w i l l f i n d d r i v i n g t h e l a r g e 
3 o a c h b u i l t , e s p e c i a l l y o n c o u n t r y r o a d s , a r e a l p l e a s u r e . O t h e r s , w h o a r e 
a g a i n s t t o o m u c h s w a p p i n g o f c o g s , w i l l f i n d t h e V W a l i t t l e l i k e t h e 2 - l i t r e 
o e t r o l F o r d - f i n e o n t h e f l a t , b u t a s l o u c h o n h i l l s . 

I d i d l i k e t h e ( s t a n d a r d ) p o w e r - a s s i s t e d s t e e r i n g w h i c h a l l o w e d 
e f f o r t l e s s m a n o e u v r i n g i n t o w n a n d s u p p l i e d p l e n t y o f f e e l o n t h e o p e n 
- o a d . O n l y p a s s i n g m o t o r w a y c o a c h e s c a u s e d t h e E x p l o r e r , w i t h i t s a l l -
' o u n d i n d e p e n d e n t s u s p e n s i o n , t o r o c k a l i t t l e b u t a s l i g h t c o r r e c t i o n a t 
: h e s t e e r i n g w h e e l w a s a l l t h a t w a s n e e d e d t o k e e p t h e o u t f i t o n a s t r a i g h t 
a n d s t e a d y c o u r s e . 

A l t h o u g h t h e c o a c h b u i l t s u f f e r s f r o m s o m e b o d y r o l l , e v e r y t h i n g s e e m s 
^ n d e r c o n t r o l . A f t e r t h e f i r s t f e w m i l e s o f d r i v i n g , o n e g a i n s e n o u g h 
; o n f i d e n c e i n t h e E x p l o r e r t o p o w e r i n t o a n d a r o u n d c o r n e r s w i t h o u t 
f t i n g o f f t h e g a s . T h e I w b c h a s s i s p l a y s i t s p a r t i n t h e g o o d h a n d l i n g 

; n a r a c t e r i s t i c s , b u t m o s t o f a l l , w e i g h t d i s t r i b u t i o n i s a d e c i d i n g f a c t o r -
A u t o h o m e s h a v e o b v i o u s l y p a i d a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t d e t a i l . 

F o o t c o n t r o l s a r e w e l l p l a c e d a n d l i g h t i n o p e r a t i o n , b u t I f o u n d t h e 
c r a k e s o n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r v e h i c l e - a l t h o u g h p r o g r e s s i v e - t o b e l a c k i n g a n y 
c i t e w h a t s o e v e r . I n o r d e r t o b r i n g t h e ' v a n t o a q u i c k h a l t v e r y h e a v y 

Jnusual grey upholstery with corded edges combines well with dusky-pink curtains 
=id trim, and the light oak finish of the furniture. We felt seat backs to be a little low 
md made full use of the four scatter cushions supplied. 

p r e s s u r e w a s r e q u i r e d . H o w e v e r . K e e - o ~ e s 2 - c : . - s s : ' = - ; : = : : ; ~ : 
s h o e s d o n e e d a d e g r e e o f r u n n i n g - i n b e f o r e o c : r r ^ — c e - ~ : — a ~ : e 5 
a t t a i n e d . I ' m p l e a s e d t o r e p o r t t h a t t h e a n c h o r s , v e - s s - c . ~z 3 
i m p r o v e m e n t b e f o r e t h e e n d o f t h e w e e k - l o n g t e s t . 

F o r w a r d v i s i b i l i t y f r o m t h e T r a n s p o r t e r ' s c a b i s e x c e s ~ : : : ~ e 
a d v a n t a g e s o f b e i n g a b l e t o l o o k o v e r t r a f f i c , h e d g e s a n d o t n e r o c s t - ^ c -
t i o n s a r e o b v i o u s . T h e i n t e r i o r c e n t r a l r e a r v i e w m i r r o r i s m o r e o r l e s s 
r e d u n d a n t ; t h e r e a r w i n d o w ( a s a l l t h e c a r a v a n w i n d o w s ) is s e t a v . e 
h i g h t o g i v e a n y u s e f u l v i e w o f t r a f f i c o n e i t h e r s i d e o r b e h i n d . T h e t r u c k -
s t y l e d o o r m i r r o r s , h o w e v e r , c o m p e n s a t e a n d d o a n a d e q u a t e , i f n o t 
e x c e l l e n t , j o b . 

O n s m o o t h s u r f a c e s m o t o r i n g p r o v e d e x t r e m e l y q u i e t - w i t h a d i s t i n c t 
l a c k o f w i n d b u f f e t f r o m t h e o v e r c a b a r e a o r r a t t l e s f r o m t h e c a r a v a n . 
I n f a c t o n o c c a s i o n , a s l i g h t h i n t o f r o a d n o i s e - f r o m a f i x e d v e n t o n t h e 
f o r w a r d - f a c i n g s i d e o f t h e r e c e s s e d c a r a v a n s t e p - c o u l d b e h e a r d a b o v e 
t h e s o u n d o f t h e s w e e t l y p u r r i n g d i e s e l e n g i n e ! 

C a b c o m f o r t c o u l d n o t b e f a u l t e d ; t h e T r a n s p o r t e r s h o u l d p r o v e t o b e 
a v e r y r e l a x e d l o n g - d i s t a n c e t o u r e r . H e a t i n g a n d v e n t i l a t i o n i s u p t o t h e 
m a r k a n d t h e r e i s t h e b e n e f i t o f t w o c e n t r a l l y - p o s i t i o n e d i n d e p e n d e n t 
f r e s h a i r v e n t s . T h i s a l l o w s t h e c a b o c c u p a n t s t o r e c e i v e a b l a s t o f h o t 
a i r t o t h e f e e t w h i l e d i r e c t i n g c o o l a i r t o t h e f a c e . W h a t e v e r t h e w e a t h e r 
o u t s i d e , a s t u f f y , d r o w s i n e s s - i n d u c i n g a t m o s p h e r e i s n o w a t h i n g o f t h e 
p a s t - a t l e a s t f o r m o t o r c a r a v a n s p e c i f i c a t i o n T 4 o w n e r s . 

T h e r e w e r e n o c o m p l a i n t s f r o m o u r r e a r s e a t p a s s e n g e r s o n a s h o r t 
t r i a l j o u r n e y - a l t h o u g h t h e r e w e r e r e s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t t h e s u i t a b i l i t y o f t h e 
d i n e t t e ' s l o w s e a t b a c k f o r l o n g e r t r i p s . T h e y m a d e u s e o f t h e t w o l a p 
r e s t r a i n t s f i t t e d t o t h e f o r w a r d - f a c i n g d i n e t t e s e a t a n d e n j o y e d t h e s m o o t h 
r i d e . R e s t r a i n t s c a n b e t u c k e d a w a y i n t o t h e s e a t b o x w h e n n o t i n u s e . 

T h e o v e r a l l e c o n o m y a c h i e v e d o f 2 7 . 5 m p g w a s q u i t e p l e a s i n g a s t h e 
t e s t i n c l u d e d a l l t y p e s o f d r i v i n g - f a s t m o t o r w a y , n e g o t i a t i n g n a r r o w 
c o u n t r y l a n e s a n d s h o r t r u n s t o t h e l o c a l s u p e r m a r k e t . 3 0 m p g - p l u s s h o u l d 
n o t b e o u t o f t h e q u e s t i o n o n l o n g e r t o u r s . 

T h e c a r a v a n 
T h o s e w h o r e m e m b e r t h e o r i g i n a l 1 9 9 2 E x p l o r e r w i l l f i n d m a j o r c h a n g e s 
t o t h e l a y o u t . E n t r y I s n o w v i a a n e a r s i d e rear s t a b l e d o o r w h i c h l e a d s 
d i r e c t l y t o a n a c r o s s - t h e - r e a r k i t c h e n a n d c o r n e r w a s h r o o m . A n e a t t o u c h 
i s t h e p r o v i s i o n o f a m a n u a l l y - o p e r a t e d c o u r t e s y - t y p e l a m p o n t h e w a l l o f 
t h e c a r a v a n s t e p - m o s t h e l p f u l w h e n r e t u r n i n g f r o m t h e l o c a l h o s t e l r y 
a f t e r d a r k . 

F o r w a r d o f t h e d o o r a n d o p p o s i t e t h e w a r d r o b e i s a f u r n i t u r e u n i t 
w i t h t a b l e t o p w h i c h e f f e c t i v e l y e n c l o s e s t h e e x t e r i o r - a c c e s s e d g a s 
b o t t l e c o m p a r t m e n t . 

O c c u p y i n g t h e f r o n t h a l f o f t h e ' v a n a r e t h e l o u n g e , d i n i n g a n d s l e e p i n g 
f a c i l i t i e s . O n t h e n e a r s i d e i s a s i d e s e t t e e w h i c h f o r m s a s i n g l e ( o r d a y ) 
b e d . O p p o s i t e , a c o n v e n t i o n a l f o r e / a f t d i n e t t e c o n v e r t s t o a l a r g e s i n g l e 
o r ( w i t h e x t e n s i o n s ) a d o u b l e b e d . A f u r t h e r d o u b l e b e r t h i s a v a i l a b l e o v e r 
t h e c a b . 

W e d o n ' t n e e d t o b e m a t h e m a t i c i a n s t o r e a l i s e t h a t t h e a b o v e a d d s 
u p t o a g r a n d t o t a l o f f i v e b e r t h s - i n a m o t o r c a r a v a n d e s i g n a t e d a s 
a four berth. T h e s i m p l e e x p l a n a t i o n c o n c e r n s t h e a v a i l a b l e p a y l o a d 
o f t h e c o n v e r s i o n - b e t w e e n 4 1 0 a n d 5 1 2 k g ( s e e s p e c i f i c a t i o n t a b l e ) -
w h i c h A u t o h o m e s s a y c o m p l i e s w i t h t h e N C C / S M M T H a b i t a t i o n C o d e ' s 
g u i d e l i n e s f o r a n o c c u p a n c y o f f o u r . 

L o u n g i n g a n d d i n i n g 
A u t o h o m e s h a v e p l u m p e d f o r a n e u t r a l g r e y u p h o l s t e r y c o l o u r . T h i s 
i s s u c c e s s f u l l y s e t o f f b y a h i n t o f b l u e i n t h e c a r p e t e d b u l k h e a d s , c e i l i n g 
a n d f l o o r , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e d u s k y p i n k o f t h e l i n e d c u r t a i n s , a n d l i g h t o a k 
f u r n i t u r e . 

Caravan entrance leads directly to rear kitchen next to corner bathroom. Table-top 
opposite wardrobe doubles as a worktop and/or TV station. 
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Front ofluton bed hinges up to provide walk-through-to-cab facility. Remaining space 
in overcab was large enough to store our bedding (for three), spare bed cushions and 
ladder. 

Seating, in mid grey with a small blue/pink/white geometric pattern, 
has a good firm filling (in fact the base cushions are sprung) and is finished 
with blue/silver corded edges. The front section of all base cushions 
incorporates a narrow plywood base fitted with retainer blocks. This 
ensures they stay firmly in place when being used. 

Four matching scatter cushions are supplied and were used to the full, 
as we felt that all backrests could have benefited from a bit more height. 
The versatile layout though, does allow a variety of feet-up lounging 
positions and good space for entertaining. 

The free-standing dining table is stored on the right hand wall of the 
wardrobe and can be removed through a separate narrow door. It is 
best set up by first inverting across the dinette seating in order to unclip 
its legs. Solidly made, but not too heavy, the table top has a cream 
textured marble-effect laminated surface and deep wood edging. It is 
also of a good height and size for four diners. 

It was while sitting on the inside forward-facing dinette seat, munching 
on some fish fingers, that I became aware of a strange person opposite, 
also munching fish fingers - the same fish fingers! I'm not convinced 
about the usefulness of the mirrors fitted to the forward bulkheads. I'd 
be tempted to replace them with Old Masters, or etchings of past 
Autonomies' models, o r . . . 

Good quality cassette flyscreens/reflective blinds are fitted to all 
opening caravan windows and these are supplemented with lined curtains 
in the lounge. Further ventilation is supplied by two 14-inch 5-way roof 
vents with integral flyscreens and night blinds (rather fiddly in operation). 

The cab curtains draw around the top of the windscreen and can 
either be left to drop free or fixed to the dashboard by means of four press 
studs, thus helping to eliminate draughts. 

Space heating is by means of a Carver 3000S convector heater 
(with the luxury of electronic ignition), which has a Trumatic blown air 

(warm or cool) system supplying outlets to the rear dinette seat base and 
washroom. The Truma control is situated next to the Carver water heater 
switch on the wardrobe's forward-facing wall. The flue runs through the 
wardrobe to a small chimney on the roof. 
G e n e r a l s t o r a g e 
All underseat areas can be accessed either from the top, by removing the 
cushions, or from floor-level drop-down cupboard fronts. The dinette seat 
bases contain the 16 'A gallon fresh water tank and pump, and the Carver 
Cascade storage heater with associated plumbing. This leaves little room 
for any but the smallest odds and ends. Larger items will find a home 
under the settee where only the caravan battery compartment intrudes. 

On both sides of the lounge there are three identical overhead lockers 
with shallow lips, positive brass-effect push-button catches and latching 
stays. No internal shelves had been added but each locker was big 
enough to take my two camera bags side by side - a personal yardstick 
used to test capacity. 

The wardrobe is also of good size, and has a side-to-side hanging rail 
with a decent drop of 46 inches to its false floor. Removing the base panel 
reveals the hiding place for the Zig X-2 battery charger and RCD (mains 
electricity safety device). 
L i g h t i n g 
The Explorer's interior incorporates an unusual lighting scheme. Six 
individual 8-watt fluorescent mini-tubes are located flush with the 
overhead lockers at ceiling level, plus one each over the wardrobe and 
drinks cabinet. Each of two switches on the Zig control panel brings on 
a different set of four lamps (two to each side) and provides more than 
adequate lighting for most purposes. 

A neat touch is a hole drilled into the recessed casing of each lamp, 
thus lighting the contents of the lockers. 

However, die-hards among us, who rely solely on the caravan's 
battery power (rather than hooking up to mains electricity) may find that 
four (or eight) lamps left on for any length of time could be an un­
acceptable drain on the battery. Perhaps the number of switches could 
be increased to three - allowing the option of switching just two lamps 
for general background lighting. 

All is not lost though. Autohomes have fitted four individually-switched 
swivelling spotlights beneath the overhead lockers, to each corner of the 
lounge. We used these to good effect for dining and reading, and found 
that their switches could be reached from the lower bed(s). 

More conventional fluorescent units are fitted above the hob and in 
the bathroom, while the contents of the cocktail cabinet are automatically 
lit on opening its right hand door. 

In some motorcaravans the light for the overcab bed is barely 
adequate for reading. The Explorer's is very bright. The light is of the 
low-energy 2D type, contained in a diffused square-shaped case. 
B e d m a k i n g 
The lower dinette bed is made by first pulling out wooden slats from their 
wall storage box, so bridging the gap between the seats. Cushions are 
then simply rearranged to form a firm mattress of 6ft length and 3ft 2in 
width. This bed extends to a 4ft double by drawing out metal extension 

Identical high-level lockers have shallow lips, strong 
stays and secure brass-effect push-button catches. 

Sturdy free-standing table, with laminated top and deep solid wood edges, can also be used outside. Crockery for 
four is supplied as standard. Caravan windows are double-glazed acrylic and are complemented by good-quality 
cassette flyscreens/ blinds. 

Shown above the offside overhead lockers (and 
nearside - reflected in the wardrobe's three-quarter 
length mirror) are a few of the diffused light fittings. 
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Secure wooden flat-runged ladder assists climb to 
luton bed which has a small fixed window to either end 
but no direct ventilation. Safety boards (removable) and 
privacy curtains divide upper boudoir from remainder 
of caravan. 

A narrow gangway remains when side extensions and 
spare cushions are used to convert dinette to double 
bed. Luton bed ladder does not obstruct. Thanks to 
bulkhead there is little danger of bedding coming into 
contact with a hot outer casing of Carver heater. 

Good-sized wardrobe has separate narrow door (right) 
to aid removal of dining table. RCD, mains fuses and 
battery charger can be found in compartment beneath 
hinged wardrobe floor. 

frames from the seat bases and filling the extra width with a piece of 
shaped plywood and two spare oblong cushions. In this configuration 
there is a very narrow gangway left between bed and side settee. Thanks 
to a wooden headboard/footboard there is no danger of bedding coming 
into contact with the outer casing (possibly hot) of the Carver convector 
heater. 

One of the cushions (the rear seat's backrest) has a U-shaped hole, 
cutaway to enable seat restraints to pass through from the lower frame. 
This cushion could easily be placed at the end of the bed but, just to be 
awkward, I tried it positioned centrally and it made no difference to a very 
comfortable night's sleep. We found the density of the firmish 6in deep 
foam to be a good balance for both lounging and sleeping. 

The overcab double can be left made-up if desired although we 
oreferred to fold the front section away in order to use the walk-through-
to-cab facility. The carpet-lined chamber has two fixed side windows with 
ined curtains but no direct ventilation. The large insulated gap between 
inner and outer roof shells forms wide window sills - and handy shelves! 
Access to the bed is via a flat-runged wooden ladder which has good 
secure fixing points. Safety boards, rather than a safety net, are installed 
to prevent the little (or the big) 'uns falling out at night. These can be 
unbolted and removed. Perhaps if the larger of the two was fitted with a 
socket (or legs) it could double as an occasional coffee table! 

Size-wise, the bed would suit two children or two small adults 
-remembering that headroom, although a good 237zin at entry, does 
"educe to a low 10in right at the luton front. 

The reasons for describing the settee as a day bed have been 
explained, but by removing the backrest its 2ft width makes it suitable for 
an alternative or extra bed. As we required only two berths we preferred 
to make use of the settee plus the dinette made as a single - leaving the 
full width of the gangway free. 
The kitchen 
The Explorer's layout provides a rear kitchen adjacent to the caravan 
door, and it would be difficult to imagine how it could be better equipped. 

Cooking equipment consists of a Spinflo four-burner hob and grill with 
counterbalanced glass lid, and a Maxol Monte Carlo ti3000 glass-fronted 
oven. All have electronic ignition. 

It was with the hob that we found a couple of potential problems, and 
this formed our only real criticism of the Explorer. 

Firstly, the single igniter is tucked away in the rear corner behind 
:he row of burner controls. As both hands are required to light a burner 
one to depress the individual burner knob, the other to press the igniter) 

it was all too easy to light the wrong burner - and sod's law dictates 
:nat it will always be the one directly below your outstretched arm. In 
his confined space single-handed operation would be much safer. We 
nought the process to be too awkward - so gave in and resorted to using 
taper. 

Secondly, there's a possibility that the sink cover (in its lowered 
orktop mode) could be singed because of its close proximity to the 
ght hand burners. Elddis are reluctant to spoil the look of the kitchen 

by providing a stainless steel cover - and, in compliance with the NCC/ 
SMMT Habitation Code, have fitted a sticker which warns the user to raise 
the cover while cooking (a sticker which, in a damp area, is likely to detach 
itself). We were frustrated by having a worktop which couldn't be used 
when it was most needed. 

Well-equipped kitchen with electronic ignition to four burners, grill and oven. Good 
variety of storage should prove adequate. Smoke alarm, fire extinguisher and blanket 
are standard. 

orcaravan + Motorhome Monthly September 1994 101 
 
 
www.vwT4camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T4 Transporter Campervans



AUTOHOMES EXPLORER 4 

Above the gas bottle compartment is a handy drawer, Bright and airy washroom has Thetford Cassette toilet Pictured under the bonnet are the relays and fusebox for 
worktop and shelf with fiddle rail. Below large drinks with electric flush, tip-up basin and shower with the caravan's 12V electrics. A tidy wiring job - but I'd 
cabinet is the Zig 12V control panel, mains socket, separate controls. Heavy-duty shower curtain partly prefer the female blade connectors to be fully insulated, 
mains water heater switch and combined TV aerial/12V obstructs blown-air heating outlet, 
socket. 

S p a c e t o t h e r i g h t h a s b e e n f o r m e d i n t o a s m a l l a l c o v e w i t h s h e l f a n c 
f i d d l e r a i l , w h i l e a b o v e i s a p l u s h - l i n e d d r i n k s c a b i n e t c o n t a i n i n g f o u r w i n e 
g l a s s e s a n d s t r a p s t o s e c u r e b o t t l e s - b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y n o w i n e ! 

I t w a s r e a s s u r i n g t o n o t e t h e p r e s e n c e o f a f i r e e x t i n g u i s h e r , f i r e 
b l a n k e t a n d s m o k e a l a r m - a l l s u p p l i e d a s s t a n d a r d . 

T h e b a t h r o o m 
T a k i n g u p r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e s p a c e i n t h e r e a r o f f s i d e c o r n e r i s t h e w e l l -
e q u i p p e d w a s h r o o m . A s i n m a n y o t h e r c o n v e r s i o n s u s i n g a s i m i l a r e n d -
k i t c h e n l a y o u t , i t m u s t b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t a c c e s s c a n n o t b e g a i n e c 
t o t h e l o o w h i l e t h e g r i l l f l a p ( o r o v e n d o o r ) i s o p e n . 

W i t h a l l - w h i t e f i t t i n g s , w a l l s i n a p a l e f l o r a l d e s i g n , a n o p e n i n g w i n d o v , 
w i t h t r a n s l u c e n t b l i n d a n d a r o o f v e n t , t h e c o m p a r t m e n t f e e l s b r i g h t a n d 
a i r y b y d a y a n d i s a l m o s t a s w e l l l i t a f t e r d a r k , b y c o u r t e s y o f a s i n g l e 
f l u o r e s c e n t l a m p . 

A t i p - u p s i n k - w i t h c o n c e a l e d m i x e r t a p , t o o t h b r u s h h o l d e r s a n a 
s o a p d i s h - h i n g e s d o w n o v e r t h e T h e t f o r d C a s s e t t e t o i l e t ( b o a s t i n g a r 
e l e c t r i c a l l y - o p e r a t e d f l u s h ) . A s m a l l m i r r o r - f r o n t e d v a n i t y u n i t w i t h s l i d i n g 
d o o r s ( f l e x i b l e f i d d l e r a i l s p r e v e n t t h e c o n t e n t s f r o m s p i l l i n g o u t ) i s 
s u p p l e m e n t e d w i t h a n o p e n s h e l f a n d f u r t h e r s o a p d i s h . 

T h e s h o w e r h a s a n i n d e p e n d e n t h o t a n d c o l d s u p p l y , a n a d j u s t a b l e -
f o r - h e i g h t s h o w e r h e a d w i t h o n / o f f a n d v a r i a b l e s p r a y c o n t r o l , a n d y e : 
a n o t h e r s o a p d i s h ! T h e s h o w e r c u r t a i n i s m a d e f r o m a h e a v y - d u t y p a l e 
a p r i c o t m a t e r i a l a n d c a n b e d r a w n a r o u n d a l l s i d e s o f t h e c o m p a r t m e n t . 

O t h e r a c c e s s o r i e s i n c l u d e a s e c o n d ( w a l l - m o u n t e d ) t o i l e t r o l l h o l d e r 
t o w e l r i n g , n o n - s l i p r u b b e r - b a c k e d c a r p e t f o r t h e s h o w e r t r a y a n d m o s t 
e s s e n t i a l f o r o f f - s e a s o n c o m f o r t - a b l o w n w a r m - a i r o u t l e t . 

C o n c l u s i o n 
W e e n j o y e d o u r s h o r t t i m e w i t h t h e E x p l o r e r . 

V W ' s 5 - c y l i n d e r d i e s e l e n g i n e i s a r e f i n e d e c o n o m i c a l u n i t a n c 
s u r p r i s i n g l y q u i e t a t a n y s p e e d . W h a t t h e 2 . 4 - l i t r e m a y l a c k i n o u t - a n d -
o u t p e r f o r m a n c e i s m o r e t h a n m a d e u p f o r b y t h e c o m f o r t a b l e c a b , t h e 
s m o o t h r i d e a n d a s l i c k g e a r c h a n g e - a l l o f w h i c h c o m b i n e t o m a k e t h e 
T r a n s p o r t e r a p l e a s u r e t o d r i v e . 

E x t e n s i v e u s e o f r o u n d e d , a e r o d y n a m i c G R P m o u l d i n g s t o t h e e x t e r i o r 

h e l p s t o m i n i m i s e w i n d n o i s e a n d b u f f e t i n g - a n d g i v e s t h e E x p l o r e r a 
m o d e r n , c l e a n , f u n c t i o n a l l o o k . 

T h e i n t e r i o r b o a s t s a h i g h l e v e l o f s t a n d a r d e q u i p m e n t - t h e r e ' s 
n o t h i n g l e f t w a n t i n g - e x c e p t p e r h a p s f o r a t i l t - t o l e r a n t f r i d g e a n d m i n o r 

a l t e r a t i o n s t o t h e h o b . F i t t i n g s a r e a l l t o p q u a l i t y - n o s i g n s o f p e n n y -
p i n c h i n g h e r e . 

T h e E x p l o r e r r e p r e s e n t s a n e w g e n e r a t i o n i n B r i t i s h c o a o h b u i l d i n g -
a n d , a t t h e t i m e o f w r i t i n g , t h e r e w e r e n o c o m p a r a b l e c o n v e r s i o n s b u i l t 
o n t h e I w b V o l k s w a g e n T 4 c h a s s i s . T h e m a i n c o m p e t i t i o n , t h e r e f o r e , w i l 
c o m e f r o m c o a c h b u i l t m o d e l s o f a m o r e t r a d i t i o n a l s h a p e . 

I f a c o a c h b u i l t m o t o r c a r a v a n o n t h e V o l k s w a g e n c h a s s i s a p p e a l s t c 
y o u , t h e n t h e E x p l o r e r 4 i s c e r t a i n l y w o r t h c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I t r e m a i n s a m o n g t h e t o p c o n t e n d e r s o n m y d e s i r a b l e l i s t - b u t w i l l t h e 
b a n k m a n a g e r l i s t e n ? 

A m a t c h i n g d r o p - d o w n c u p b o a r d f r o n t b e l o w t h e o v e n o p e n s t o r e v e a l 
f l o o r - l e v e l s t o r a g e a n d i n d i v i d u a l s h u t - o f f v a l v e s f o r t h e g a s a p p l i a n c e s . 

T h e a r e a d i r e c t l y b e l o w t h e s q u a r e , c r e a m e n a m e l s i n k ( w i t h r i g h t h a n d 
d r a i n e r a n d W h a l e m i x e r t a p ) o f f e r s s o m e u s e f u l s t o r a g e . F l a t c o o k i n g 
p a n s a n d s m a l l e r i t e m s w i l ! f i t b e n e a t h t h e s i n k b u l g e , w h i l e t o t h e r i g h t 
a r e t w o p u l l - o u t c o m p a r t m e n t s - a d e e p c u t l e r y d r a w e r a n d t h r e e t i e r s o f 
w i r e b a s k e t s . 

T h e E l e c t r o l u x R M 4 2 0 7 6 0 - l i t r e r e f r i g e r a t o r h a s 3 - w a y o p e r a t i o n 
( 1 2 V w h i l e m o t o r i n g , 2 4 0 V o r g a s w h e n o n s i t e ) a n d t h e a d v a n t a g e o f 
e l e c t r o n i c i g n i t i o n w i t h a u t o m a t i c r e s t a r t w h e n r u n n i n g o n g a s . 

A b o v e t h e r a n g e a r e t w o f o r w a r d - f a c i n g o v e r h e a d l o c k e r s s e c u r e d 
w i t h p u s h - b u t t o n c a t c h e s . T h e r i g h t h a n d l o c k e r c o n t a i n s a f u l l s e t o f 
B i l t o n s c r o c k e r y f o r f o u r , w h i l e t h e o t h e r w a s l a r g e e n o u g h t o c o p e w i t h 
m o s t o f t h e g r o c e r i e s w e n e e d e d f o r o u r s h o r t t r i p . 

M a k i n g u p f o r t h e l a c k o f f i x e d w o r k t o p i s a f u r n i t u r e u n i t f o r w a r d o f 
t h e c a r a v a n d o o r . T h i s h a s a t a b l e t o p , w i t h d r a w e r u n d e r , w h i c h d o u b l e s 
a s w o r k s u r f a c e f o r t h e c o o k a n d , w i t h a 2 4 0 V a n d c o m b i n e d 1 2 V / a e r i a l 
s o c k e t a d j a c e n t , i s t h e o b v i o u s l o c a t i o n f o r a T V s e t . T h i s i s t h e o n l y 
m a i n s s o c k e t f i t t e d t o t h e E x p l o r e r a n d I f o r e s e e o c c a s i o n s w h e n u s e o f 
a p p l i a n c e s w i l l a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y c l a s h . I d e a l l y , f u r t h e r s o c k e t s w o u l d b e 
r e q u i r e d i n t h e k i t c h e n a n d l i v i n g a r e a s . 

E l e c t r i c a l c o n t r o l s a r e g r o u p e d n e a t l y o n t h e b u l k h e a d a n d i n c l u d e t h e 
s w i t c h f o r m a i n s o p e r a t i o n o f t h e C a r v e r w a t e r h e a t e r a n d a Z i g M k II I 
c o n t r o l p a n e l i n c o r p o r a t i n g a f r e s h w a t e r t a n k l e v e l g a u g e a n d a w a r n i n g 
L E D f o r a f u l l w a s t e t a n k . 
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ON TEST 
I liked 
Quiet and economical 2.4-litre 

diesel engine 
Comfortable ride and good 

handling 
Power-assisted steering 
Slick gearchange 
Good cab storage 
Dashboard clock 
Independent fresh air vents 
Single key for all caravan doors 

and lockers 
Operation of radio without ignition 

key 
Removable radio/cassette 
Interior colour scheme 
Attractive upholstery with firm 

cushions 

Provision of four scatter cushions 
Individual spotlamps for reading 
Heating to bathroom 
Loo with electric flush 
Quality reflective blinds/flyscreens 
Secure push-button catches to 

overhead lockers 
Safety equipment as standard 
Electronic ignition to all gas 

appliances 
Large waste water tank 
Twin gas bottle storage 
I would have liked: 
Extra power on hills 
Front high-level marker lamps 
Externally-accessed storage 

compartment 

Relocation of fixed vent on side of 
caravan step 

Higher backrests for caravan 
seating 

Tilt-tolerant fridge 
More than one 240V socket 
Extra switch to allow a reduction 

in background lighting 
Insulated connectors for under-

bonnet 12V caravan electrics 
I disliked: 
Position of electronic ignition 

control for hob 
Proximity of folding sink-cover to 

hob 

SMMT/ NCC HABITATION 
CODE OF PRACTICE 201 

APPROVED 
MOTOR CARAVAN 

Footnote: 
Following our usual practice of sending a copy of the road test report to 
the vehicle supplier prior to publication, we are happy to print the following 
comments from Elddis's National Sales Manager for motorhomes, Gary 
Rowlands. 
While finding Mr Jago's in-depth road test on the Explorer 4 constructive 
and informative, I felt I must question his comments regarding 
performance and braking of this excellent base vehicle. 

The vehicle made available for MMM test was fresh off our production 
line and had not covered more than 100 miles before being taken by 
transporter to Plymouth Motor Caravans for collection by 
Mr Jago. 'Running in' seems to be a thing of the past with higher 
engineering standards, but diesel engines do take longer to loosen up 
and therefore it is inevitable that performance will be affected until there 
are a few thousand miles on the clock. 

Now, after covering a mere 2500 miles, this Explorer is already 
achieving a cruising speed in the high seventies with ease. 

In reply to the comments regarding the brakes' lacking any bite 
whatsoever, maybe some consideration ought to have been given to this 

fact and not as stated after a few miles gaining enough confidence to 
power around corners without lifting off! 

I would be only too pleased to make this vehicle available at a future 
date to gain Mr Jago's comments after it has covered a more respectable 
mileage. 

Gary Rowlands, Elddis Caravans (Consett) Ltd. 
Regular readers will already be aware that we only report what we 
find on a particular vehicle AT THE TIME OF OUR TEST. Inevitably the 
majority of our test vehicles are brand new; we often comment that better 
performance/fuel consumption figures can be expected when vehicles are 
well run-in. As far as braking is concerned, as an experienced driver 
Mike Jago is unlikely to make the mistake of having to apply his brakes 
WHILE cornering - and readers will surely expect to find some reference 
to cornering ability in a full test report. Ed. 

Our thanks go to Plymouth Motor Caravans for their co-operation in 
making arrangements for this test. 
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A U T O H O M E S E X P L O R E R 4 O N T E S " 
S P E C I F I C A T I O N 
T h e v e h i c l e 
B a s e vehicle & engine type: V o l k s w a g e n T 4 I w b c h a s s i s c a b w i t h 
2 3 7 0 c c u p - f r o n t t r a n s v e r s e l y - m o u n t e d 5 - c y l i n d e r i n - l i n e w a t e r - c o o l e d 
i n d i r e c t - i n j e c t i o n d i e s e l e n g i n e . 
Output: 7 8 b h p ( 5 7 k W ) @ 3 7 0 0 r p m 
M a x torque: 1 2 1 l b f t ( 1 6 4 N m ) @ 1 8 0 0 - 2 2 0 0 r p m 
Achieved 30-50mph acceleration time: 3 r d & 4 t h g e a r s : 1 6 s e c o n d s 
( p o o r c o n d i t i o n s ) . 
Compression ratio: 2 2 . 5 : 1 
Gearbox & drive: 5 - s p e e d m a n u a l , f l o o r c h a n g e . F r o n t - w h e e l d r i v e . 
Brakes: F r o n t d i s c s a n d r e a r d r u m s . D u a l - c i r c u i t s y s t e m s p l i t f r o n t / r e a r , 
s e r v o - a s s i s t e d w i t h l o a d s e n s i n g v a l v e . C e n t r a l l y - l o c a t e d f l o o r - m o u n t e d 
m e c h a n i c a l l y - o p e r a t e d h a n d b r a k e . 
Steering: P o w e r - a s s i s t e d . R a c k a n d p i n i o n w i t h c o l l a p s i b l e s t e e r i n g 
c o l u m n . 
Suspension: I n d e p e n d e n t a l l r o u n d . F r o n t : t o r s i o n b a r s , u p p e r a n d 
l o w e r w i s h b o n e s a n d s h o r t t e l e s c o p i c s h o c k a b s o r b e r s . R e a r : s e m i -
t r a i l i n g a r m s , m i n i c o i l s p r i n g s a n d t e l e s c o p i c s h o c k a b s o r b e r s . 
Tyres fitted: K l e b e r C 2 S 1 9 5 / 7 0 R 1 5 r e i n f o r c e d t u b e l e s s r a d i a l s . 
Spare wheel position: U n d e r b o d y a t r e a r . 
Fuel tank capacity/type of fuel: 1 7 . 6 g a l l o n s ( 8 0 l i t r e s ) d i e s e l . 
Fuel consumption during test: 2 7 . 5 m p g ( 1 0 . 3 1 / 1 0 0 k m ) 
Instruments: F u e l g a u g e , c o o l a n t t e m p e r a t u r e , s i x d i g i t o d o m e t e r w i t h 
t r i p r e c o r d e r , s p e e d o m e t e r a n d c l o c k . 
Warning lamps: I g n i t i o n / b a t t e r y , m a i n b e a m , p a r k i n g l i g h t s , o i l 
p r e s s u r e , t u r n i n d i c a t o r s , h a z a r d w a r n i n g l i g h t s , h a n d b r a k e , f o g l i g h t , 
g l o w p l u g s . 
Windscreen wiper controls: S t a l k o p e r a t e d . 2 - s p e e d , i n t e r m i t t e n t a n d 
3 - s w e e p w a s h / w i p e . 
Other features: D i e s e l c o l d s t a r t i n g a i d , i n s t r u m e n t d i m m e r , 4 - s p e e d 
f a n - a s s i s t e d h e a t e r , c e n t r a l i n d e p e n d e n t f r e s h a i r v e n t s , r e m o v a b l e 
s t e r e o r a d i o c a s s e t t e p l a y e r w i t h d a s h - m o u n t e d s p e a k e r s , c i g a r l i g h t e r 
a n d l a r g e a s h t r a y , v a n i t y m i r r o r , l a r g e d o o r p o c k e t s , l o c k a b l e i l l u m i n a t e d 
g l o v e b o x . L a r g e c e n t r a l c o u r t e s y l a m p . F u l l y u p h o l s t e r e d c a b s e a t s , 
a d j u s t a b l e f o r r a k e a n d r e a c h , f i t t e d w i t h h e a d r e s t r a i n t s a n d a d j u s t a b l e 
a r m r e s t s . H e i g h t - a d j u s t a b l e f r o n t s e a t b e l t s . F i x e d r e a r l a d d e r a n d r o o f 
b a r s . W h e e l t r i m s . R e a r s t e a d i e s , V e h i c l e i n s t r u c t i o n m a n u a l . 

T h e c a r a v a n 
Body type & construction: O v e r c a b c o a c h b u i l t w i t h G R P r o o f , c a b 
i n t e r f a c e / l u t o n , r e a r s e c t i o n a n d s i d e s k i r t s . L a m i n a t e d s i d e w a l l s . 
Insulation: P l y w o o d f l o o r . W a l l s o f S t y r o f o a m s a n d w i c h w i t h a l u m i n i u m 
o u t e r a n d p l y w o o d i n n e r s k i n s . G R P p a n e l s f i l l e d w i t h g l a s s f i b r e w o o l 
b e t w e e n s k i n s . 
Windows & doors: S e v e n d o u b l e - g l a z e d a c r y l i c w i n d o w s - 3 t o p -
h i n g e d , 3 f i x e d a n d 1 s l i d i n g . S t a b l e - t y p e d o o r a t r e a r n e a r s i d e . 
Additional ventilation: T w o 1 4 - i n c h 5 - w a y r o o f v e n t s w i t h f l y s c r e e n s 
a n d n i g h t b l i n d s . O n e 1 0 - i n c h 5 - w a y r o o f v e n t w i t h f l y s c r e e n i n 
b a t h r o o m . E x t r a c t o r f a n o v e r h o b . 
Blinds/curtains: C a s s e t t e b l i n d s / f l y s c r e e n s t o o p e n i n g w i n d o w s . B l i n d 
t o d o o r w i n d o w . L i n e d v e l o u r c u r t a i n s t o c a b , l u t o n a n d l o u n g e 
w i n d o w s . P r i v a c y c u r t a i n f o r o v e r c a b b e d . 
Mains electricity/sockets: 2 0 m h o o k - u p c a b l e . P l u g - i n - S y s t e m s R C D 
w i t h 5 A a n d 1 0 A M C B s . 2 4 0 V s o c k e t . 2 4 0 V s u p p l y t o w a t e r h e a t e r a n d 
f r i d g e . Z i g X - 2 b a t t e r y c h a r g e r . 
Batteries & 12V control panel: 7 2 a m p h r v e h i c l e b a t t e r y . 7 5 a m p h r 
c a r a v a n b a t t e r y l o c a t e d i n c o m p a r t m e n t o n n e a r s i d e o f b o d y . C o m b i n e d 
T V a e r i a l a n d 1 2 V f l a t - p i n n e d s o c k e t . Z i g M k I I I c o n t r o l p a n e l w i t h 
b a t t e r y c h a n g e - o v e r s w i t c h , 5 c i r c u i t s w i t c h e s a n d 4 f u s e s . 1 2 V s u p p l y 
t o f r i d g e v i a i g n i t i o n - c o n t r o l l e d r e l a y . 
Lighting: C o u r t e s y l a m p s o v e r c a b a n d b y c a r a v a n s t e p . E i g h t 8 - w a t t 
s a l o o n - s t y l e d i f f u s e d f l u o r e s c e n t l i g h t s . S i n g l e 8 w f i t t i n g s i n k i t c h e n a n d 
b a t h r o o m . 2 D f i t t i n g f o r o v e r c a b b e d . C o c k t a i l c a b i n e t l i g h t . 
Cooking facilities: S p i n f l o 4 - b u r n e r h o b a n d g r i l l w i t h e l e c t r o n i c 
i g n i t i o n . M a x o l M o n t e C a r l o t i 3 0 0 0 o v e n w i t h e l e c t r o n i c i g n i t i o n . 
Extractor fan/cooker hood: O v e r h o b . 
Refrigerator: E l e c t r o l u x R M 4 2 0 7 6 0 - l i t r e 3 - w a y m o d e l w i t h e l e c t r o n i c 
i g n i t i o n a n d s m a l l 2 - s t a r f r e e z e r c o m p a r t m e n t . 
Sink & drainer: S q u a r e e n a m e l s i n k a n d r i g h t - h a n d d r a i n e r w i t h f o l d i n g 
c o v e r . 
Water system: P r e s s u r e p u m p t y p e , e l e c t r i c a l l y o p e r a t e d . H o t & c o l d 
s u p p l y t o k i t c h e n a n d b a t h r o o m s i n k s a n d s h o w e r . W h a l e E l e g a n c e 
m i x e r t a p s . 
Hot water: G a s a n d m a i n s o p e r a t e d C a r v e r C a s c a d e 2 G E s t o r a g e 
h e a t e r . 
Fresh water tank: I n b o a r d , c a p a c i t y 1 6 . 5 g a l l o n s ( 7 5 l i t r e s ) 

Fresh water level gauge: O n Z i g c o n t r o l p a n e l . 
Waste water tank: U n d e r f l o o r , c a p a c i t y 1 5 . 5 g a l l o n s ( 7 0 l i t r e s ) 
Waste water level gauge: W a r n i n g L E D o n Z i g c o n t r o l p a n e l . 
Space heating: C a r v e r 3 0 0 0 S s p a c e h e a t e r w i t h t h e r m o s t a t a n d 
e l e c t r o n i c i g n i t i o n . T r u m a c o n t r o l l e d b l o w n - a i r ( c o o l o r w a r m ) t o l o u n g e 
a n d b a t h r o o m . 
Gas locker: E x t e r i o r - a c c e s s e d c o m p a r t m e n t o n n e a r s i d e o f b o d y . 
T a k e s t w o 6 / 7 k g c y l i n d e r s ( n o t s u p p l i e d ) . 
Shower compartment: T h e t f o r d C a s s e t t e t o i l e t w i t h e l e c t r i c f l u s h a n : 
t o i l e t r o l l h o l d e r . T i p - u p b a s i n w i t h m i x e r t a p . T o o t h b r u s h h o l d e r a n d 
s o a p d i s h . G l a s s - f r o n t e d c a b i n e t w i t h s h e l f a n d f i d d l e r a i l s . S m a l l o p e -
s h e l f a n d a d d i t i o n a l s o a p d i s h . A d j u s t a b l e s h o w e r h e a d w i t h s e p a r a t e 
m i x e r t a p a n d s o a p d i s h . W r a p - a r o u n d s h o w e r c u r t a i n . T o w e l r a i l . 
T o p - h i n g e d w i n d o w w i t h o p a q u e b l i n d / f l y s c r e e n . F l o o r - l e v e l v e n t a n d 
r o o f v e n t . F l u o r e s c e n t l i g h t . D a y m a t f o r s h o w e r t r a y . 
Seating/dining/sleeping: N e a r s i d e s e t t e e f o r m s d a y b e d . O f f s i d e 
d i n e t t e f o r m s l a r g e s i n g l e o r ( w i t h e x t e n s i o n s ) d o u b l e b e d . O v e r c a b 
d o u b l e b e d . T a b l e b e t w e e n d i n e t t e s e a t s p r o v i d e s d i n i n g f o r f o u r . 
Tables: O n e f r e e - s t a n d i n g t a b l e s t o r e s in w a r d r o b e . 
Wardrobe: A t o f f s i d e r e a r w i t h s e p a r a t e d o o r f o r a c c e s s t o t a b l e . 
S i d e - t o - s i d e h a n g i n g r a i l . 
Flooring: S h o r t p i l e c a r p e t t h r o u g h o u t . 
Rear restraints: R e a r f o r w a r d - f a c i n g s e a t h a s t w o l a p r e s t r a i n t s . 
Additional features: F i r e b l a n k e t , f i r e e x t i n g u i s h e r , s m o k e a l a r m . F u l l 
s e t o f B i l t o n s c r o c k e r y f o r f o u r . T w o m i r r o r s o n b u l k h e a d s . '/« l e n g t h 
m i r r o r o n w a r d r o b e f r o n t . F o u r s c a t t e r c u s h i o n s . L a d d e r a n d w o o d e n 
r e t a i n e r s ( r e m o v a b l e ) f o r o c c u p a n t s o f l u t o n b e d . W a l k - t h r o u g h - t o - c a b 
f a c i l i t y . C o c k t a i l c a b i n e t . C a r a v a n i n s t r u c t i o n m a n u a l . 

D i m e n s i o n s 
Overall length: 1 9 f t 1 0 i n ( 6 0 4 5 m m ) i n c l u d i n g f i x e d r e a r l a d d e r . 
Overall width (excl mirrors): 7 f t Vzin ( 2 1 4 5 m m ) 
Overall width (incl mirrors): 8 f t V z i n ( 2 4 5 0 m m ) 
Overall height: 9 f t ( 2 7 4 5 m m ) 
Turning circle (kerb to kerb): 4 0 f t ( 1 2 . 2 m ) 
Driver's max leg length: 4 1 i n ( 1 0 4 0 m m ) 
Step-up height to caravan: 1 4 i n t h e n 1 0 i n ( 3 5 5 t h e n 2 5 5 m m ) 
Door aperture: 2 0 i n W x 7 1 i n H ( 5 1 0 x 1 8 0 5 m m ) 
Interior length from dash: 1 5 f t 3 i n ( 4 6 5 0 m m ) t o r e a r w i n d o w . 
Interior length behind cab: 1 1 f t 8 i n ( 3 5 5 5 m m ) t o r e a r w i n d o w . 
Interior width at waist level: 6 f t 7 i n ( 2 0 0 5 m m ) 
Interior height: 6 f t 3 i n ( 1 9 0 5 m m ) m a x i m u m . 
Work surface height: 3 6 i n ( 9 1 5 m m ) 
Table dimensions: 3 3 ' A i n L x 2 1 i n W x 2 7 i n H ( 8 5 0 m m x 5 3 5 m m x 
6 8 5 m m ) 
Bed dimensions: 
( 1 ) L o w e r d o u b l e Mattress length: 6 f t ( 1 8 3 0 m m ) 

Mattress width: 4 f t ( 1 2 2 0 m m ) 
Mattress depth: 6 i n ( 1 5 0 m m ) 

(2) O v e r c a b d o u b l e Mattress length: 5 f t 7 ' A i n ( 1 7 1 5 m m ) 
Mattress width: 3 f t 8 i n ( 1 1 2 0 m m ) 
Mattress depth: 2V«-3in ( 6 0 - 7 5 m m ) 
Available headroom: 1 0 - 2 3 ' A i n ( 2 5 5 - 5 9 5 m m ) 

Note: L o w e r d o u b l e m a d e a s s i n g l e r e d u c e s w i d t h t o 3 f t 2 i n ( 9 6 5 m m ) . 
D a y b e d m e a s u r e s 6 f t L x 2 f t W x 6 i n D ( 1 8 3 0 x 6 1 0 x 1 5 0 m m ) . 

Wardrobe (from rail): 2 3 i n W x 2 3 i n D x 4 6 i n H ( 5 8 5 x 5 8 5 x 1 1 7 0 m m ) 
Gas locker: 2 2 i n W x 2 0 i n D x 2 2 i n H ( 5 6 0 x 5 1 0 x 5 6 0 m m ) 
Gas locker door aperture: 1 0 i n W x 2 1 i n H ( 2 5 5 x 5 3 5 m m ) 
Gross vehicle weight: 5 6 . 5 c w t ( 2 8 7 0 k g ) 
Unladen weight: 4 6 . 4 c w t ( 2 3 5 8 k g ) 
Load capacity: M i n 7 . 9 c w t ( 4 1 0 k g ) . M a x 1 0 . 1 c w t ( 5 1 2 k g ) -
m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s f i g u r e s - i n c l u d e s f u e l t a n k f i l l e d t o a t l e a s t 9 0 p e r c e n t 
o f c a p a c i t y a n d a l l o w a n c e o f 7 5 k g f o r d r i v e r . P a y l o a d c a n v a r y b e t w e e n 
m i n i m u m a n d m a x i m u m . 
Price for standard model (2.4-litre diesel) at test date: £29 2 9 8 - 6 3 
e x w o r k s ( i n c l u d i n g V A T b u t n o t d e l i v e r y o r o n - t h e - r o a d c h a r g e s ) . 

O p t i o n a l e x t r a s a v a i l a b l e : 
Base vehicle options: 2 . 5 - l i t r e p e t r o l e n g i n e ( c a t a l y s t ) £804-87, A B S 
b r a k i n g s y s t e m £1512-23, d a s h a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g £1742-53, a u t o m a t i c 
t r a n s m i s s i o n £1557, e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s £290-23, t o w b a r £352-50. 
S y n c r o ( 4 - w h e e l d r i v e ) a v a i l a b l e t o s p e c i a l o r d e r . 
Caravan options: N o n e - s e e y o u r A u t o h o m e s d e a l e r f o r e x t r a 
e q u i p m e n t . 

Explorer supplied for evaluation and converted by: 
Autohomes, Delves Lane, Consett, Co Durham DH8 7LG. 
(Tel: 0207 503477) 

1 0 4 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 4 
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